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Court blocks S.B. 4, the "show me your
papers" law
Judge says "on its face," S.B. 4 violates U.S. Constitution
Austin – Sen. José Rodríguez, Chairman of the Senate Democratic Caucus, released the following
statement regarding the preliminary injunction granted by the federal court in the Western District of
Texas finding that provisions of S.B. 4 are preempted by federal law and unconstitutional:
Senate Bill 4, also referred to as the "show me your papers" bill, the racial profiling Bill,
and the sanctuary cities bill, is a signal to law enforcement throughout Texas that it is
okay to ignore the orders and policies of your local police chiefs and Sheriffs and profile
folks by asking anyone they detain if they have immigration papers.
This bill not only undermines public safety, it raises serious constitutional and legal
questions that I and my colleagues brought up during the numerous debates leading to
the enactment of S.B. 4. Thankfully, today a federal judge found that Texas violated the
U.S. Constitution -- the latest in a long line of legislation aimed at minorities -- and
enjoined all provisions of S.B. 4 from going into effect on Friday.
This is only the first step to stopping this harmful, immoral, and illegal legislation. Law
enforcement, civil rights leaders, students, municipal and county leaders, and residents
will continue the fight until all the harmful provisions are fully repealed.
***
José Rodríguez represents Texas Senate District 29, which includes the counties of El Paso, Hudspeth, Culberson, Jeff Davis,
and Presidio. He represents both urban and rural constituencies, and more than 350 miles of the Texas-Mexico border.
Senator Rodríguez currently serves as the Chairman of the Texas Senate Democratic Caucus, and is a member of the Senate
Committees on Natural Resources and Economic Development; Transportation; Veteran Affairs and Border Security; and
Agriculture, Water, and Rural Affairs (Vice Chair).
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