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Texas Taxpayers Being Taxed To The Max by Certain Cities and Counties 

Hypothetical Headlines from “Taxpayer Times” Shows How Bad Property Tax Increases Are! 
 

Houston, TX - Senate Bill 2, Authored by Senator Bettencourt and Sponsored by Rep Dustin Burrows (R-

Lubbock) passed in the last legislative session on a bipartisan vote, gives voters a direct say over their property 

tax bills in Texas.  The bill lowered the rollback rate from 8% to 3.5% for Cities and Counties and requires an 

automatic November election to exceed this limit.  Prior to the law taking effect in 2020 however, many taxing 

entities have decided to tax to the max on property taxes and increase revenue as much as possible.   
 

"I never thought I’d see so many Cities and Counties rushing to tax to the max their taxpayers and even 

using the excuse of they need more money to vote themselves a pay raise!” said Senator Bettencourt. 

“Raising the property tax rate on top of such strong appraisal role increases around the State is like 

throwing gasoline on a fire." 
 

In some cases, such as in El Paso, taxpayers will see property tax relief provided by the Texas Legislature as 

part of HB3 entirely negated by a combined 10+ penny property tax increase by El Paso County and the City of 

El Paso. Harris County and Travis County are opting to raise their property tax rate to the maximum rollback 

allowed.  Tarrant County is right behind them at only 62/10,000 point below the rollback rate. “I think a lot of 

cities and counties know that we are putting them on a diet and they are going on one last bender before 

it happens,” said State Rep. Dustin Burrows, (R-Lubbock) 
 

Senator Bettencourt continued, “Some taxing units like the cities of Houston and Plano, as well as Collin, 

Lubbock, Montgomery and Galveston County, are doing it right and adopting the effective tax rate 

instead of increasing their property tax rate.” He concluded, “Unfortunately, certain taxing entities are 

opting to enact a ‘maximum smash’ on their taxpayers one last time before SB2 takes effect in 2020.”  

 

Chairs Bettencourt and Burrows discussed this and more on SB2 in front of a live audience at TribFest 2019.    
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El Paso County
0.488997

0.447819
0.450682

0.488997
0.041178

0.000000
Pharr

0.717600
0.649000

0.644900
0.771400

0.068600
(0.053800)

Com
al County

0.377915
0.357921

0.320625
0.386057

0.019994
(0.008142)

Longview
0.558900

0.509900
0.498400

0.615400
0.049000

(0.056500)

Cam
eron County

0.436893
0.416893

0.416796
0.454299

0.020000
(0.017406)

Garland
0.769600

0.704600
0.668205

0.779140
0.065000

(0.009540)

Travis County
0.369293

0.354200
0.332751

0.369293
0.015093

0.000000
El Paso

0.907301
0.843332

0.855093
0.907301

0.063969
0.000000

Taylor County
0.634000

0.609100
0.599000

0.649500
0.024900

(0.015500)
M

ission
0.521200

0.486200
0.484400

0.541100
0.035000

(0.019900)

Harris County
0.652600

0.629980
0.611700

0.652600
0.022620

0.000000
Harlingen

0.630000
0.588827

0.573700
0.616300

0.041173
0.013700

Galveston County
0.579885

0.561000
0.538771

0.582433
0.018885

(0.002548)
Tyler

0.259900
0.244452

0.240733
0.259910

0.015448
(0.000010)

Brazoria County
0.427914

0.415233
0.427914

0.474704
0.012681

(0.046790)
College Station

0.534618
0.505841

0.495757
0.534618

0.028777
0.000000

Brazos County
0.497500

0.485000
0.465318

0.508187
0.012500

(0.010687)
Am

arillo
0.388510

0.368380
0.361980

0.410210
0.020130

(0.021700)

W
ichita County

0.671815
0.657147

0.634386
0.672656

0.014668
(0.000841)

W
ichita Falls

0.763323
0.729880

0.706083
0.773323

0.033443
(0.010000)
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