
              

 

9th Grade 
English I, Algebra I, US History 

Biology, Physical Education 
Fine Arts, Elective 

(7 credits) 

10th Grade  
English II, Geometry, World History 

Chemistry or Physics or IPC  
Health / Speech 

2 Elective or Internship 
                     (7 credits) 

10th Grade NCLB Required Assessments: ITBS Reading, ITBS Math, ITBS Science, Optional: PSAT 

 English III, 
 English IV, World 
Geography, US 

Government/Economics 
(4 credits) 

Industry Focus 
4 Industry Certification Courses and/or Internship 
2 optional Industry Certification – Internships  

(4 to 6 credits)

Liberal/Fine Arts 
Focus 

                          1 yr of liberal or fine arts course 
                                         2 arts electives (optional) 

                                                                   (I to 3 credits) 

                                    Math/Science Focus
        2 yrs science (physics, chemistry) 
        2 yrs math (Algebra II) 
        1 yr math or science elective  
              with research project 
                    (5 credits) 
 

2 yrs science 
2 yrs mathematics 

(4 credits) 

2 yrs foreign language 
1 yr elect or Intern 

(3 credits) 

12th Grade UIL Competitions and Performance – SAT or ACT – Industry Certification 
Science Fair or Math Competitions

Dream It!
Do It!

to
 

Relevance

Respect – Civics  

In

b
y

 

Internships in 
Science and Industry  

(optional) 

 

11th  12th

Mathematics, Science, English, Social Studies in Every Year of Life – Continuous Learners
4X4 High School Diploma Focus Programs (26 credits)

All education ought to be life education, to help students be successful at the next stage of life 
regardless of what that is. 
 
Through real world learning experiences in the areas of industry, liberal arts/fine arts and 
math/science, every student of every age will achieve life opportunities that serve themselves, their 
communities and our nation. 
 
The Texas Legislature in 2013 should: 

1. Create opportunities for: 
a. Community-based action (students, educators, business people and community members together) in 

innovating and implementing real world learning experiences through 3 diploma programs meeting 
graduation requirements for every student. 

b. Students and parents to know about high-paying jobs. 
2. Align and streamline the Texas Education Code to create the opportunities described above.  
3. Take action in their communities to provide community-based leadership for the success of their children.  

TEXAS EDUCATION CODE 
SPECIFIC POWERS AND DUTIES OF BOARD – Sec. 11.1511 (b) (1) 

The board shall seek to establish working relationships with other public entities 
To make effective use of community resources 

To serve the needs of public school students in the community

Contact: Julie Westerlund, westerlundjulie@yahoo.com     Steve Swanson, swanson@austin.rr.com



 

Samples from over 100 current industry certification tests in 16 different clusters 
High School 

 
ACE/ACA Credentials: Adobe Dreamweaver Certification (ACE) or (ACA), Adobe Flash Certification  (ACE) or (ACA) Adobe 
Photoshop Certification  (ACE) or (ACA), Emergency Medical Technician B, (TXDSHS), National Academies of Emergency 
Dispatch- ETC Certification Pharmacy Technician, Certified (CPhT), Phlebotomy (Blood Draws) Technician, Certified (CPT), 
Veterinary Assistant, Certified, T, Cosmetology Operator License (TX Dept. of Licensing and Regulation), Certified ALLDATA 
Automotive Information Specialist ASE - Maintenance and Inspection Program I-CAR Refinishing Technician,  
 
ASE Credentials in Brakes, Automatic Transmission/Transaxle, Electronic/Electrical, Engine Repair, Heating, A/C, Maintenance 
& Inspection Programs, Manual Drive Train and Axles, Medium/Heavy Truck Technician (Brakes, Diesel Engines, Drive Trains, 
Suspension/Steering) Painting, Refinishing, Structural Analysis and Damage Repair, Non-Structural Analysis and Repair, 
Aluminum Structural Technician, Steel Structural Technician, Auto Physical Damage Appraiser, Estimator, AutoCAD Certified 
Associate, T, Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA)- 10 hour, Private Pesticide Applicator (Tx Dept. of 
Agriculture) 
 
NCCER Credentials in  - Carpentry Fundamentals, Electrical, HVAC, Electronics, Masonry, Painting, Pipefitting, Plumbing, 
Sheet Metal, Weatherization, Welding, Construction Technology,  NCCER CORE, Autodesk 3D Max Design Certified Associate, 
Autodesk/Maya Certified Associate AAFCS (American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences) - Pre Professional 
Certification in Culinary Arts, - Pre Professional Certification in Culinary Arts, Office Proficiency Assessment and Certification 
(OPAC), A+ Certification, Certified Internet Webmaster (CIW) Associate, Cisco Certified Entry Networking Technician (CCENT), 
Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA), Internet and Computing Core Certification (IC3), Network+ Certification, Sun 
Certified Java Associate (SCJA)   

 

Accountant 
Actor 
Actuary 
Agricultural and food 
scientist 
Anthropologist 
Architect 
Artist 
Automotive mechanic 
Bookkeeping clerk 
Budget analyst 
Carpenter 
Chemist 
Childcare worker 
Civil engineer 
Coach 
Computer hardware 
engineer 
Computer support specialist 
Cost estimator 
Court reporter 
Dancer 
Database administrator 
Designer 
Desktop publisher 
 

Photographer 
Physician 
Physicist 
Police officer 
Professional athlete 
Psychologist 
Real estate agent 
Recreational 
Therapist 
Referee 
Registered nurse 
Reporter 
Secretary 
Social worker 
Software developer 
Statistician 
Surveyor 
Systems analyst 
Urban planner 
Veterinarian 
Web developer 
Writer 
Zoologist 
 

Drafter 
Economist 
Editor 
Educator 
Electrical engineer 
Electrician 
Environmental scientist 
Farmer 
Financial analyst 
Firefighter 
Fitness trainer 
Historian 
Human resources 
assistant 
Judge 
Landscape architect 
Lawyer 
Librarian 
Loan officer 
Mathematician 
Microbiologist 
Musician 
Paralegal 
Pharmacist 
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