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The Motto for The Amerlcan Gl Forum is: Educatlon ls Our Freedom and Freedom
Should Be Everybodys Busmess' That |s what bnngs us here today

I want to thank all of you, for the work you do ‘in regard to the education of our future
generations.. Most of your work has been good for our children —but some ideas floating
around today, can be very dlsastrous for students, who have no control of your. actlons
good or bad dnven by polltlcs rather than by genume mterest in our ch|ldren S future

GET RID OF THE STAAR Test and atlow Texas teachers to teach our students
instruction which will be useful to them in solving real-life every-day problems instead of
just “teaching to the test.” Why not use the “old-fashioned” method of testing, which
gave teachers a better idea of a student’s progress at the beginning of the school year,
allowing time for corrective action, instead of waltlng until the student fails, or drops out,
in fear of the test. That system gave us some of the best medlcal researchers
educators, astronauts, military and even some.very effectlve 2pollt|cal Ieaders o

The STAAR results just released in June, show only a 55% passing rate on the English I
writing test. “If there had been no phase-in of standards, only 46 percent of students
would have passed reading, and 34 percent would have passed writing,” and rates in
other subjects are not much better. Texas should use end-of-course exam scores in
Assessing high school performance and high school accountability ratings.

Teachers should be rated according to the effectiveness of their performance — and
their compensation should be decided accordingly. Every teacher; however, should be
provided the necessary tools and a reasonable student load.

With a drop-out rate of more than 60% for Hispanics and more than 20% for Anglos
and for Blacks, according to the Texas Public Schools 2010-11 report, it should be
quite clear, that the present system is not working — and will fall into greater disastrous
results, if budget cuts in education are implemented. If anything, Rick Perry's
extravagant trips in support of fellow-republicans, should be curtailed, and those
millions of dollars in ridiculous security expenses, applied to the education fund.



What is happening to the millions of dollars for education from Texas Lottery? Millions
of dollars worth of Texas natural resources are being harvested every day by
Halliburton, Exxon, Chevron, etc., so why is our state struggling to educate our

students?

By any chance, is it a partisan effort to choke our public education system out of
funding, so that our students will be held hostage and economically coerced to choose
the voucher system, which will make a few millionaire charter school owners even
richer? Bear in mind that charter schools do not have to hire certified teachers — and
have less government regulation.

According to the Freedom and Justice Foundation: “Every child in Texas should be entitied
to a first class education regardless of socio-economic background. Edgewood ISD is proof
that private schools will use vouchers to recruit the most talented and academically
motivated kids out of public schools. Perhaps, the students that most need academic help
will be least served by vouchers. Even if a student could afford a private school education
with the voucher system, he or she may be left behind.”

David Dewhurst recently made a statement that he and Rick Perry are not going to be
around forever — and that is a welcome bit of news. They should also take Sen. Dan
Patrick with them. Patrick said, regarding school vouchers, “To me, choice is the photo
ID of this session.” Mr. Patrick — | believe you are wrong on both counts and both are
bad for our Great State of Texas. .
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