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KIPP Houston to open High School for the Liberal Arts 
 
KIPP Houston is proud to announce the opening of its newest high school, KIPP Sunnyside High School: A School for the 

Liberal Arts. KIPP Sunnyside High will open in August 2010 and will build on the success of KIPP Houston High School 

(#16 US News & World Report) by offering a college preparatory education for students in Third Ward and Sunnyside. 

 

 

Mission: 

KIPP Sunnyside High School is committed to the growth and 

achievement of all students and the development of thoughtful 

leaders who will advocate for themselves and others. Through rigorous 

scholarship in a nurturing environment, our graduates are empowered 

to take ownership of their lives and possess the knowledge, skills, and 

courage to be successful in college and beyond. 

 

Vision: 

We, at KIPP Sunnyside High School, believe that education is the 

greatest avenue for self discovery and a requirement for active and 

responsible citizenship. We provide a college-preparatory experience 

rooted in the liberal arts that fosters character development, 

encourages intellectual identity, and develops empathy and advocacy 

toward others.  

 

Values: 

 

Scholarship 

Excellence in scholarship opens a 

door for future opportunities and 

increases the ability to help others. 

 

Courage 

Courage is making the right decisions 

and taking the best course of action 

regardless of time, place, or 

circumstance. 

 

Community 

Community means taking individual 

responsibility for your actions and 

words for the collective success of 

your school, family, and 

neighborhood. 

 

Motto: 

Terras Irradient ~ “Let them give light to the world” 

 

Founder: 

Shannon Wheatley comes from a family of educators and is a proud 

graduate of the University of Tennessee. He is a former Teach For 

America corps member and taught history at KIPP Houston High 

School before becoming a Dean of Students. 

Demographics: 
93% African American 

6% Hispanic 

1% Other 

 

Enrollment: 
125 students (2010-2011) 

250 students (2011-2012) 

375 students (2012-2013) 

500 students (2013-2014) 

 

Academic Program:  
 Liberal arts focus 

 Four years of English, science, math 

and social studies 

 Advanced Placement courses 

 Dual Enrollment courses 

 Summer learning opportunities and 

internships 

 Athletics 

 Extended school day 

 Community service and outreach 

 College counseling program 

 Foreign Languages: Latin & Spanish 

 Elective courses- creative writing, 

computer animation, business, 

ethnic studies, etc. 

 Student leadership opportunities 

 National KIPP Through College 

alumni program 

 Serving students from two existing 

KIPP middle schools  

 

Mascot: 
“Senators” was selected as a gender-

neutral mascot to remind students of the 

responsibility they have toward others. 

Like elected officials, students must be 

conscious of their intentions, words, 

actions, and choices so they can make 

decisions that benefit those who they 

represent.  
 





MISSIONTo develop in underserved students the academic skills, intellectualhabits, and qualities of character necessary to succeed at all levelsof pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, college, and the competi-tive world beyond.
THE KIPP WAY
The KIPP Model includes more time for instruction, as school days
begin at 7:30 a.m. and end at 5:00 p.m, with classes on two satur-
days per month and an extra month of learning in the summer.
All students, parents, and teachers sign a Commitment toExcellence pledge, on which they promise to do their part to pre-
pare for college.
KIPP focuses on academic and character development; everyone
commits to working hard and being nice. There Are No Shortcuts
at KIPP.

STUDENTS
KIPPsters commit to do whatever it takes for themselves and their
teammates to learn. In Houston, more than 4,900 students are
enrolled in grades pre-kindergarten through 12th grade for the
2009 -2010 school year.
• 60% Hispanic, 36% African-American, 2% Caucasian, and 2% Asian
• 89% are eligible for the federal free and reduced price meals program
KIPP HOUSTON SCHOOLS
Early Childhood/Elementary School
KIPP Houston’s primary schools nurture and guide the children’s
innate senses of curiosity to learn about their world, community,
and themselves, as they learn the academic and character skills
needed to climb the mountain to and through college.
Middle School
By focusing on remediation in the early grades and advanced criti-
cal thinking skills in the later grades, KIPP Houston middle schools’
results have been outstanding and prove that our students are pre-
pared for the next step: a college-preparatory high school experi-
ence.
High School
KIPP Houston High School has a unique and rigorous academic
structure that has been modeled after the best high schools in the
U.S. In order to receive a diploma, seniors must gain acceptance to
a four-year college or university.
FOCUS ON RESULTS
The ultimate measurement of KIPP’s success is graduation from college.
• 49 KIPP Houston alumni have graduated from college
• 93% of the Class of 2009, tracking from 8th grade, are enrolled in
a four year univeristy

• 90% of KIPP Houston alumni, tracking from 8th grade, are enrolled
in a higher education institution

As KIPP alumni climb the mountain to and through college, they
know that they must serve as role models and reach back down to
help others on their path to college.
GET INVOLVED
Please contact us at getinvolved@kipphouston.org, if you would like
to:
• Visit a school
• Make a donation
• Volunteer
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