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Your Voice!

Dear Friends,

In the coming weeks, Texans will be asked to approve several amendments to our state
constitution. If you are like me, you may have begun to wonder how long our
constitution can get, but that train left the station long ago. Although our constitution
may be growing, the amendments that we will vote on this November, will actually
reduce the scope of state government and improve its operation. Passing these
amendments will do nothing less than help our service men and women, protect our
military bases from encroachment, make property tax appraisals fairer and preserve
the sanctity of private property rights.

There has been a lot of misinformation circulating about Propositions 2, 3, and 5. |
want to clarify that these amendments will NOT create a new state property tax. |
would not support a state property tax and the Texas Constitution still prohibits a state
property tax. Please take the time to review the analysis below and be sure to vote.
Early voting is available from October 19 through 30 and Election Day is November 3.
Voting locations in Harris County can be found at this link:
http://www.harrisvotes.orqg.

May God Bless,
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http://www.patrick.senate.state.tx.us/

2009 Texas Constitutional Election

Proposition 1: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the financing, including through tax
increment financing, of the acquisition by municipalities and counties of buffer areas or open spaces
adjacent to a military installation for the prevention of encroachment or for the construction of
roadways, utilities, or other infrastructure to protect or promote the mission of the military
installation.”

I voted for this amendment because military bases in Texas provide immense economic benefits for
the state. The encroachment by development around military installations is putting this money in
danger and is also restricting training and operational missions. If passed, this will protect military
installations from further encroachment, which is a worthy investment.

Proposition 2: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for the ad
valorem taxation of a residence homestead solely on the basis of the property's value as a residence
homestead."

I was the co-sponsor of this bill in the Senate and it DOES NOT CREATE A NEW STATE PROPERTY
TAX. If passed, this will provide protection to homeowners whose neighborhoods are in transition
from residential to commercial developments. It will provide for taxation of property to be
determined solely on the basis of the property's value as a residence, regardless of whether that use is
considered to be the "highest and best use™” of the property. Residence homesteads throughout the
state have experienced increasing appraisal values, in some instances more than 200 percent in one
year, due to the appraisal practice known as "highest and best use."

Proposition 3: "The constitutional amendment providing for uniform standards and procedures for
the appraisal of property for ad valorem tax purposes."

I was a co-sponsor of this bill as well. Property tax practices vary across the state. This amendment
provides for the administration and enforcement of uniform standards on appraisal districts while
leaving the appraisal of property at the local level.

Proposition 4: "The constitutional amendment establishing the national research university fund to
enable emerging research universities in this state to achieve national prominence as major research
universities and transferring the balance of the higher education fund to the national research
university fund.”

In order for Texas to compete with other states with nationally recognized research universities, this
amendment will provide a dedicated, independent, and equitable source of funding for emerging
research universities. |1 supported this amendment in order to make Texas a leader in higher
education.

Proposition 5: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to authorize a single
board of equalization for two or more adjoining appraisal entities that elect to provide for
consolidated equalizations."

I was a co-sponsor of this bill in the Senate. The prerequisites to serve on an appraisal review board
are minimal, and the number of people familiar with the appraisal of property is limited in any one
county. The appraisal review process would benefit from the consolidation of appraisal review boards
in rural counties that currently have a small amount of qualified board members.



Proposition 6: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the Veterans' Land Board to issue
general obligation bonds in amounts equal to or less than amounts previously authorized."”

This will give the Veteran's Land Board the authority to continue the Veterans' Housing Assistance
Program and the Veterans' Land Program. As the son of a former United States Marine, | was glad to
support this amendment.

Proposition 7: "The constitutional amendment to allow an officer or enlisted member of the Texas
State Guard or other state militia or military force to hold other civil offices."

This would add officers and enlisted members of any active militia or military force organized under
Texas law to the list of civil offices exempt from the prohibition against holding or exercising more
than one civil office at the same time. These groups were overlooked or not in existence when the
original exceptions were made.

Proposition 8: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the state to contribute money, property,
and other resources for the establishment, maintenance, and operation of veteran's hospitals in this
state."

This will require the Texas Veterans Commission and the Department of State Health Services to
work with the VA and any other appropriate federal agency to propose that the federal government
establish a veteran's hospital in the Rio Grande Valley region of the state. Currently veterans in this
area must make about a 300 mile trip to get to the nearest VA hospital. | supported this amendment
in order to help close the deal on a new VA hospital.

Proposition 9: "The constitutional amendment to protect the right of the public, individually and
collectively, to access and use the public beaches bordering the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico."

I supported this constitutional amendment as it ensures the public's right to free and unrestricted
access to state-owned beaches along the gulf coast.

Proposition 10: "The constitutional amendment to provide that elected members of the governing
boards of emergency services districts may serve terms not to exceed four years."

I was the sponsor of this bill in the Senate. This will allow emergency services district board members
enough time to gain the experience needed to properly do the job.

Proposition 11: "The constitutional amendment to prohibit the taking, damaging, or destroying of
private property for public use unless the action is for the ownership, use, and enjoyment of the
property by the State, a political subdivision of the State, the public at large, or entities granted the
power of eminent domain under law or for the elimination of urban blight on a particular parcel of
property, but not for certain economic development or enhancement of tax revenue purposes, and to
limit the legislature's authority to grant the power of eminent domain to an entity."”

I voted for this amendment because it improves our protection of private property rights by more
clearly defining the circumstances under which a person's private property may be taken for a public
use, and what compensation is required in such cases.



Here is an additional resource from the non-partisan Texas Legislative Council that
contains arguments for and against each of the 11 Texas Constitutional Amendments.

Texas Leqgislative Council's Analysis of Proposed Constitutional Amendments
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