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Dear Friends,

The 79th legislative session has been challenging. Throughout one
regular session and two special sessions many issues have arisen, a few
major issues remain unresolved. Over the course of seven months important
changes have been made to workersi compensation, probation, Childrenis
Health Insurance Program, pharmaceutical drug laws, the Safe Clear Pro-
gram, red light cameras, and eminent domain. We still have work to do to
improve public school pnance and reduce school property taxes.

I have been privileged to represent Senate District 15 for 22 years.
In 2003, | became the longest current serving member of the Texas Senate,
assuming the title of Dean of the Texas Senate. As such, I am responsible
for various leadership roles. | preside over the Committee of the Whole
Senate and adjourn the session at the end of each day. | am also able to
use my seniority to help bring the Senate together during times of debate
and negotiation. My senority certainly benepts all of the residents of our
Senate district.

I am intensely dedicated to my role as Chairman of the Criminal Jus-
tice Committee. This session, we worked tirelessly to improve probation,
change jurisdictional laws, and alleviate prison overcrowding. | am also ap-
pointed to several other important committees. | currently serve on the Senate
Finance, Administration, and Government Organization Committees. | am
also amember of both the Legislative Budget Board and the Sunset Advisory
Commission. These committees are crucial to the State and it is my honor
to serve on them.

I look forward to continuing to represent you in the community as
well as in Austin. I will work diligently to resolve local and state issues. This
newsletter will provide you with helpful information and outline changes
in new laws passed during the 79th legislative session. It is my honor to
serve Senate District 15 and to be your voice in the Texas Senate.

Sincerely,

OHN WHITMIRE







